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LCPC – Licensure with 
Degree and 2 years of 

Experience
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There are five 
different ways to 

apply
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Applicant has applied or is required 
to take and pass all or a portion of 

an exam scheduled and/or given by 
the Department or a 

representative of the Department.
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Applicant has taken a National 
Exam, referred to by Illinois 

Statute, in any state. Applicant 
may or may not be licensed in 

another state.
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You will have to take 
2 exams, the NCE 
and the NCMHCE



Original license issued in another 
state and that state’s 

requirements were substantially 
equivalent to Illinois requirements 

at time license was issued (48 
hour degree, both NCE and 

NCMHCE Exams, and 3360 hours 
of experience).
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Applicant is licensed by meeting 
qualifications required by statute. 

There is no exam for these 
professions. These can be either 

businesses or individuals.
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Applicant has previously been 
licensed in Illinois and has allowed 

license to lapse long enough to 
require reapplication. Possible 

exam passage and/or committee 
review.
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All materials must be completed 
to submit this application. Exam 

scores and transcripts may be 
submitted separately.
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If you don’t take the exam, or pass the exam, 
within 3 years you will need to re-apply to 

take the exam.
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These are the sections of the 
application
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How long is too long 
to wait to 

renew/restore my 
license?

If your license has been 
inactive, or in non-renewed 

status for less than five years, 
contact the Department of 
Financial and Professional 

Regulation at 1-800-560-6420



This is the address that you 
will need to send the 

application and additional 
documents to when you are 

finished

Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
Attn: Division of Professional Regulation

P.O. Box 7007, HSS-4
Springfield, Illinois 62791
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This specifies who you should make 
out a check or money order to to 

pay your fee:
Department of Financial and 

Professional Regulation
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The profession code for all LCPCs is 
180.

The code for an LPC is 178.
All fees to apply are $150.
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We will re-visit this when we get to the 
application
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If you are submitting transcripts in a 
foreign language, they must be 

accompanied by an original official, 
notarized translation that has been 
written by someone other than the 

applicant that is fluent in both 
English and the aforementioned 

foreign language.
If you would like your documents 
returned to you, please include a 

photo-copy of the documents and a 
self-addressed and stamped 

envelope.
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If you are applying with a Masters 
Degree, the program must be at 

least two academic years in length 
and require an individual to 

graduate from a program with a 
minimum of 48 semester hours or 

72 quarter hours.
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More info on 
degrees can 
be found on 

imhca.org
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A unit of experience is 1,680 
hours of work with 960 face 

to face hours.
Two units of experience is 
3,360 hours of work and 
1,920 face to face hours.
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Face to face is 
physically in 

person. Without 
internet or a 

phone.

A 24 hour residency is required for the LCPC 
license. This means taking 24 credit hours in 
person at the university. This does not apply 

to a CACREP program.

What if: My 
degree is in 
something 

else?

As long as you have the correct classes 
in counseling and include an 

internship/residency these degrees can 
also work: Art Therapy Dance Therapy, 

and Pastoral Counseling.
A non-clinical degree will NOT qualify 

you for licensure regardless of the 
classes.



imhca.org 23

What if: 
My degree 

is not 
clinical?

What if: My 
degree is 

online and 
not CACREP 
approved?

An online degree that is 
not CACREP approved 
is not qualified for the 

LCPC license.

Non-clinical 
degrees are 
not qualified 
for the LCPC 

license. 

What if: I have a 
CACREP accredited 
degree, do I have 

to check my 
classes?

If your degree is 
CACREP accredited, 

your class has already 
been pre-approved.
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What if: I have a 
CACREP accredited 
degree, do I need 
to have check my 

classes?
If you degree is CACREP 

accredited, your class list 
doesn’t matter.

What if: My 
supervised 

experience was 
independent 

and/or off site?

Supervised experience can be 
independent and off site. 

However, it must be clinically 
supervised by a LCPC, LCSW, 

Licensed Psychologist, or 
Psychiatrist.

2 years is the minimum 
experience. You can earn the 

experience over as many years 
as you want.

What if: I got 
married and 

changed my name 
and it doesn’t match 

the one on my 
transcript?

There is a part of the application that 
asks for your maiden name or any 

other name that your transcript may 
be under, just put your respective 

name there.



imhca.org 25

What if my 
supervisor moved 

away or died?

If that happens, contact a staff 
member that was connected to 

your experience.

What if my 
supervisor won’t 

sign the form?

Call 815-787-0515 for 
clarification on what to 

do.

What if I had 
multiple 

supervisors?

You can have multiple 
supervisors, and each 
of them will have to 
complete the form
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Supporting Document 
CCA is a form that 

requires you to disclose 
any and all information 

about your criminal 
history.

See current laws on past 
criminal convictions:

??????
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This relates to being 
licensed now or 

previously in another 
state.
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The department 
Chair or your 

registrar will do 
this.



Here are the links to CACREP 
(CACREP and CORE recently 

merged into one group):
http://www.cacrep.org/
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http://www.cacrep.org/


imhca.org 30

To get your transcript, 
contact your 

university’s registrar.
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1 unit of acceptable 
experince is: 1680 hours 
of work with 960 face to 

face hours. You must 
complete both units of 

experience to apply to be 
an LCPC.
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This part of the application 
instructions apply to those 
who are a CCMHC or CRC. 
An NCC from the NBCC is 

not applicable to the LCPC 
License.
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If you have already 
taken the exam, you still 

need to provide the 
proof of experience.
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Non clinical degrees, and degrees 
less than 48 hours are not enough to 
apply to be an LCPC. If you have a 44 
hour degree, take some extra classes 
to get up to a 48 hour degree. If you 
have a 36 hour degree, you will have 
to go back to school to get a 48 hour 

degree for an LCPC license.
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These steps are exactly 
the same as those 

previously described for 
the examination type of 

application.



imhca.org 36

LCSW and Psychologists can 
become an LCPC with this 
application and the fee.

LMFT does not 
qualify.
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This is the part 
where you could 

apply to restore your 
license if it has 

lapsed or expired.
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Examination: This is the normal route for 
licensure.  You apply and take the exam(s).
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Endorsement: You are licensed elsewhere. You 
still need the experience, correct degree, classes 

and the exam(s).
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Acceptance of Examination: This refers to Illinois 
accepting your examination results for the NCE / 

NCMHCE if you have taken it elsewhere.
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Restoration: Your licensed lapsed for over 5 
years. 
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Grandfather/Waiver: Doesn’t exist.
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Non-examination: This applies to licensed social 
workers and psychologists. 
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Required notice.



imhca.org 45

???
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This is the the form 
to check off that 

you have everything 
included in the 

application. When 
in doubt –include it!
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If you are not 

accepted you 

don’t get 

your money 

back. 
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If you are not 

accepted you 

don’t get 

your money 

back. 

Licensure method choices are 

explained in instructions on a 

previous page. They include:

Examination

Acceptance

Endorsement

Non-Examination

Restoration
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If you are not 

accepted you 

don’t get 

your money 

back. 

Fee is $150.
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If you are not 

accepted you 

don’t get 

your money 

back. 

Profession Name
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Re: Below boxes: No charts exist, leave blank
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This form is for applicants 

licensed in another state or 

country.
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This form is for applicants 

licensed in another state or 

country.
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Above Choices are:

Professional Counselor 

code 178

Or

Clinical Professional 

Counselor

Code 180

Your school can send this in 

directly to IDFPR or back to you 

to include.
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Link to course descriptions 

Appendix A

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/068/06801375ZZ9996aR.html
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Forcible felony list

(also on the following 

definition page)

Note these do not 

include DUI or simple 

drug possession.

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=072000050K2-8
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